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Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting, Held on Thursday May 15th, 2025. 

 at 7pm Parsons Meade Community Centre   

 

Members Present: Councillors Linda Hook (Chairman), Kathryn Barker, David Garrett and Soosan 

Philip 

Also, present– Fiona Young (Clerk) 

WNC Cllr Pinder Chauhan 

Two Northants Police Officers, PCSO Lee Shelton, PC Kellie Butler 

Approx 45 members of the public. 

 

Item no  

25/070 Resolution to elect a Chairman and to sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office 

Cllr Barker proposed that Cllr Linda Hook is elected as Chairman for the coming year, this was 

seconded by Cllr Philip. Cllr Hook accepted the nomination and it was Resolved that Cllr Linda 

Hook will be Chairman.   

25/071 Resolution to elect a Vice-Chairman 

It was Resolved that due to low councillor numbers following the election there would not be 

an election for Vice Chairman until more councillors had been co-opted.  

25/072 All councillors to sign the Acceptance of Office form, the Consent to receive an Electronic 

Summons form and to receive the Register of Interest Forms. 

The clerk provided all councillors with the appropriate paperwork and all forms were signed.  

25/073 To receive and approve any apologies for absence.  

There were no apologies for absence.  

25/074 To receive any pecuniary and non-pecuniary Declarations of Interest in respect of items on 

the agenda 

None given. 
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25/075 Resolution to co-opt new councillors to the vacant seats. 

The Chairman explained that West Hunsbury had an uncontested election with 4 seats being 

filled out of 9. This left 5 vacancies.   The council had received 4 applications for co-option. It 

was Resolved to approve the co-option of Carl Squires, Jacqueline Hughes, Stephen Godfrey 

and Kevin Read.  All new councillors were provided with Acceptance of Office forms, Register 

of Interest forms and other appropriate paperwork.  

25/076 To approve and sign the Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on April 17th 2025. 

The minutes were circulated before the meeting, it was Resolved to approve and sign the 

minutes as a true record. 

25/077 Public Session 

Approximately 45 residents attended the meeting to discuss the planning application 

2025/1716/FULL at 5 Fienesgate Northampton NN4 9XQ Change of use from dwelling house 

(C3) to residential institution (C2)   

It was clear that the application has caused great concern amongst the residents of Fienesgate 

and neighbouring streets. 

A summary of the main concerns from residents are as follows- 

• The applicant is not the actual care giver, the company quoted as providing the care 

should the application be approved does not appear to be a registered care giver or 

have any company records. 

• Fienesgate is predominately occupied by older residents and there are very few young 

families. The proposed residential institution is for children and young adults. 

• There are covenants on the houses on the street preventing businesses from operating 

from them 

• The consultation letters from West Northants were late or were not sent to everyone 

affected.  

• No.5 is on the turning circle which is very small. Vehicle movements due to staff and 

visitors will block the road.  

• There will be noise pollution due to the shift changes 

• Fear of noise and disturbance. 

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending the meeting.  
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25/078 To Receive Reports from 

 

a) Police Representative. Full crime report has been circulated to councillors. There were 8 

crimes recorded in April.  Two police officers from Northants Police attended the 

meeting, PCSO Lee Shelton and PC Kellie Butler.  PCSO Shelton reported that in the last 

month there had been one burglary but no vehicle crime. Cllr Barker asked why the 

very visible Police activity that took place in the parish a couple of weeks ago was not 

listed in the report, the officer explained that the actual crime took place outside the 

parish and so would not be recorded under West Hunsbury.   The police were asked 

whether officers still go out on motorcycles as there is an ongoing issue with anti social 

behaviour on off road motor bikes, it was reported that an officer is being trained on 

the bikes next week and will shortly be doing regular patrols. The officers explained 

how important it was that residents report all crime.  There is a police surgery every 4 

weeks in Hunsbury library, the next one is May 28th. There is also a Beat Bus that moves 

round the town. Cllr Barker mentioned the increasing amounts of graffiti in the area. 

 

b) West Northants Councillors –  to welcome the new West Northants Councillors to the 

meeting, the new councillors are as follows – 

Cllr Pinder Chauhan, Cllr Ronald Firman, Cllr Glenn Butcher 

Cllr Pinder Chauhan attended the meeting and explained that she had come from the 

first meeting of the new West Northants Council.  Cllr Chauhan addressed the residents 

present and reported that she is also concerned about the planning application in 

Fienesgate and that she has asked for it to be considered by planning committee. 

c)  

25/079 To receive Clerks report and brief reports from Councillors or Clerk attending outside 

meetings.   

 Nothing to report.  

25/080 

 

 

Matters arising from previous minutes, for report only.  

•  Clerk to confirm a letter was sent to the owner of the Hill Shop 

•  Clerk to confirm that all planning responses were submitted 

•  Clerk to confirm that a letter of approval was sent to the Friends of West Hunsbury Parks 
regarding the Vikings Event. 

• Clerk to confirm the letter was sent to Helen Howard regarding drop down kerbs 

25/081 Review and approval of the asset register  

The Clerk provided each councillor with a copy of the asset register, it was Resolved to approve 

it.  



 

Minutes of the West Hunsbury Parish Council Annual Meeting May 15th, 2025 

25/082 Confirmation of arrangements for insurance cover in respect of all insurable risks and 

approval of the quote for the coming year ( council is in Year 3 of a 3 Yr LTA)    

The Clerk explained that the council is in year 3 of a 3 year long term agreement, next year the 

Clerk will obtain some new quotes. It was Resolved to accept the quote.  

25/083 Review and adoption of the following key documents 

• Standing Orders 

• Financial Regulations 

• Risk Assessment – Financial and Governance 

• Code of Conduct 

It was Resolved to adopt the above documents. All updated versions are on the website.  

25/084 Review and adoption of the following policies; 

Absence Policy Audit Plan Complaints Policy Correspondence & 
Media Policy 

Data Breach Policy Data Protection Policy Dignity at Work Policy Disciplinary Policy 

Equality & 
Diversity Policy 

Freedom of Information 
Policy 

Internal Control 
Procedures 

Internal Control 
Terms of Reference 

Records Retention 
Policy 

Scope and nature of 
Internal Controls 

Vexatious Complaints 
Policy 

 

 

The clerk explained that all the above policies had been reviewed and updated and were listed 

on the website. It was Resolved to approve the above policies.  

25/085  Review of the Council’s and/or staff subscriptions to other bodies and confirm councils 

regular direct debit or standing order payments.  

Direct debits – ICO £35.00 annually, Tesco mobile £7.40 monthly  SLCC £144 

The above regular payments were approved and noted.  

25/086 Determining the time and place of ordinary meetings of the Council up to and including the 

next annual meeting of the Council. Currently at 7pm on the third Thursday in the month 

with the exception of  August. Meeting dates as follows – June 19th, July 17th, Sept 18th, Oct 

16th, Nov 20th,  Dec 18th,  Jan 15th, Feb 19th, March 19th. 

The above dates were approved and noted.  

25/087 Annual Governance  

1. Resolution to approve Section 1 of the Annual Return – Statement of Internal Controls 

The Clerk read out each statement and the council responded. It was Resolved to approve 

Section 1 of the Annual Return. 

2. Resolution to approve Section 2 of the Annual Return – Accounting Statement 
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The Clerk had circulated the accounting statement prior to the meeting, it was Resolved to 

approve the accounting statement.  

3. Resolution to accept the Internal Audit Report 

The clerk had circulated the internal audit report, there were no issues to report. It was 

Resolved to accept the Internal Audit Report. 

4. Resolution to set the date for the Exercise of Electors Rights as June 3rd to July 14th 2025 

It was Resolved to set the dates of the Electors Rights as above.   

25/088 Finance 

1. Resolution to approve the following payments for May, plus any that arrive between 

agenda publication and the meeting. 

 

It was Resolved to approve the above payments.  

2. Resolution to approve the bank reconciliation statement for 30th April 2025 

Bank Balance at 1st April 2025 £13,747.52 + £31,270.01 = £45017.053 

Plus Receipts £14,250.00 

Less Payments £3250.28 

Total - £56.017.25 

Bank Balance at 30 April 2025 = £24,747.24 + £31,270.01 = £56,017.25 

Noted.  

3. To confirm that the monthly internal controls checks have been completed. 

Cllr Soosan Philip confirmed that the monthly controls checks have been completed and there 

were no concerns.  

 

Payable to Details Amount £ 

Clerk  Salary May 928.11 

HMRC Tax and NI 342.57 

L Hook Reimburse  40.00 

Clear Council Insurance Annual premium 479.28 

SLCC Bookshop 13th Ed Local Council administration 
% share 

78.33 

25/089 Planning 

1.New applications  2025/1716/FULL at 5 Fienesgate Northampton NN4 9XQ Change of use 

from dwelling house (C3) to residential institution (C2)   

After a lengthy discussion it was unanimously Resolved to submit the following Observations ; 



 

Minutes of the West Hunsbury Parish Council Annual Meeting May 15th, 2025 

• This location is not suitable for the application. Fienesgate is a narrow residential close 

with a small turning circle and there is concern that an increase in vehicle movements 

caused by staff and visitors will create congestion.  

• Public transport in West Hunsbury is severely limited in contrast to the details in the 

application.  West Hunsbury does not have a full bus service and bus times are limited 

to between 9.30 and 2.30pm. Routes outside those times are very limited.  

• The consultation with residents appears to have been late and sporadic with some 

residents not receiving letters.  

 

It was agreed that the Clerk would ask what the consultation policy is for West Northants 

planning authority.  

2. To note Decisions.   

2025/0770/FULL, 1 Whistlets Close, Northampton, NN4 9XB, Single storey rear extension 

Approved 

 

25/090 Community Events Working Party – Cllr Hook to update Council 

The Community Events WP held a meeting on April 28th. It was agreed that the VE day 

celebrations at St Benedicts Church were well attended and the council thanked Rev Griffith for 

hosting the event.  It was agreed that a similar event for VJ Day in August will be arranged. 

It was reported that West Northants Council have changed their policy with regards to events 

being held in the council parks. There is now a lengthy form to be completed and WNC are now 

charging for groups and organisations to use the parks for events.   It was agreed that the Clerk 

would query this policy with regard to community groups using the parks.  

It was agreed that the council would not be holding a community event this summer, largely 

due to a lack of volunteers but also in part due to the new fee charging policy.  

It was agreed that the council would work with other local organisations in future and 

collaborate together to hold community events which should make the event more viable.  

 

25/091  Anglian Water / Tree removal – Cllr Hook to update 

The Chairman reported Cllr Barker had intercepted a contractor cutting down a tree near 

Greenglades in the parish on an area of open space.  When questioned the contractor said they 

were asked to remove 3 mature Ash trees for Anglian Water so that a pipe repair could be 

done as there is a leak between Ladybridge Drive and Hunslet Lane. The Chairman, Cllr Barker 

and Cllr Garrett all spoke to the contractor and Anglian Water and it was established that only 

one tree needed to be removed, the work was temporarily suspended.   Work to investigate 

the leak will start on May 19th.  
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25/092 Parish Plan – To confirm next steps and approve a printing budget and delivery strategy 

The Chairman thanked Cllr Garrett for all his hard work on this project. The parish plan is now 

ready for printing, it was agreed that the plan would be shared to the new councillors first and 

that at the next meeting in June the printing and delivery strategy would be agreed.   

 

25/093 Correspondence and actions when needed. 

• Anglian Water – tree removal, on agenda. 

• Northampton Chronicle & Echo – Travellers and tree cutting, Cllr Hook to respond. 

 

25/094  Next meeting date June 19th 2025 

 


