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Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting, Held on Thursday April 17th, 2025.
at 7pm Parsons Meade Community Centre

Members Present: Councillors Linda Hook (Chairman), Kathryn Barker, Carl Squires, David Garrett and
Mavis Wilmshurst

Also, present— Fiona Young (Clerk)
WNC ClIr Pinder Chauhan

Ten members of the public.

Item no

25/050 To receive and approve any apologies for absence. It was Resolved to approve the apologies
received from Cllr Phillip.

25/051 To receive any pecuniary and non-pecuniary Declarations of Interest in respect of items on
the agenda

None given.

25/052 To approve and sign the Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on March 20th 2025.
The minutes were circulated before the meeting, it was Resolved to approve and sign the
minutes as a true record.

25/053 Public Session

A resident of Hunsbury Close spoke on behalf of a group of residents who are concerned about
the planning application listed on the agenda, 2025/1307/FULL 5 Hunsbury Close, Change of
use from dwelling (C3 Use) to small residential care home (C2 Use) providing respite care and
day care.

The resident raised a number of points, those included;

e Hunsbury Close is a residential cul de sac, it is not designed for business use

e Concerns about an increase in traffic

¢ No notifications have gone out to neighbouring properties which raises the concern
that the WNC Planning Dept have not followed the procedures properly.
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A resident of Whitegates spoke about the revised planning application for 2024/4019/FULL at
21 Whitegates. The resident stated that the revised plans have still not got a scale on and it is
difficult to see what the difference is between this plan and the previous version.

A resident asked if the parish council could do anything to prevent cars being parked across the
drop kerbs in Parsons Meade. This causes major issues for anyone with accessibility challenges.

A resident spoke about the underpass being flooded and that as it is now clear of flood water
the barriers should be removed.

25/054 To Receive Reports from
1.Police Representative. The Clerk circulated the March crime report to councillors. 1
attempted burglary and 1 criminal damage to a vehicle.
2.West Northants Councillors.
WNC CliIr Pinder Chauhan gave a report, she thanked everyone that she has worked with over
the last 8 years representing the two wards of West Hunsbury.
The following items were reported;
e Cllr Chauhan has met with residents of Hunsbury Close and has requested that WNC
extend the deadline for planning responses to the application for 5 Hunsbury Close.
o The flooding team have said that the blockages affecting the underpass will be dealt
with.
e The WNC/ Kier Highways team were at Hunsbury Library this week
e Graffitti is a big issue in the parish especially on privately owned equipment
e There is a big WNC campaign for residents to not put batteries in their household waste
bin
e A member of the public contacted her about flooding of a property in Claystones

WNC ClIr Carl Squires thanked everyone for their work in the past year.

25/055 To receive Clerks report and brief reports from Councillors or Clerk attending outside
meetings.

Cllr Barker and the Chairman met with Helen Howard from WNC/ Kier last week to discuss
various issues with the highways and footpaths and the proposal for a new drop down kerb
near the park entrance on Hill Fort Close.

The Chairman attended a planning briefing with WNC organised by Ncalc.

25/056 Matters arising from previous minutes, for report only.

None to report.
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25/057 Elections 2025 — to receive an update from the Clerk and to discuss proposals for increasing
parish council members

The Clerk explained that the results of the nomination process had been published and West
Hunsbury PC will have 4 councillors out of a total of 9 seats from May 3.

Concern was expressed that this is a low number, however it is quorate. The Clerk reported
that the council are legally bound to try and co-opt into the remaining seats and have until
June 23" to do so before there is a possibility that West Northants Council will take action to
fill the vacancies.

It was agreed that the system of nominations and how to hand the lengthy forms in to WNC
was too complex and time consuming in this age of digital technology and that this may have
out some people off applying.

25/058 To agree to a request from the Friends of West Hunsbury Parks to do a letter of approval to
West Northants Council for the Vikings event.

It was Resolved that the clerk would do a letter of approval for the Vikings event.

25/059 Resolution to agree a grant for the Friends of West Hunsbury Parks Viking event.

After some discussion it was Resolved to approve the grant of £264.00 for the Friends of West
Hunsbury Parks.

25/060 Planning
1. New applications

2024/4019/FULL at 21 Whitegates, Northampton,NN4 9XA Single storey rear extension, single
storey side extensions, rear two storey extension. Two storey front extension. Amended plans

After some discussion it was agreed that the amended plans are very similar to the previous
ones and therefore it was Resolved to object to this application on the grounds that the
proposed development is too large for the plot and results in the plot becoming overcrowded
and the building being out of character with the street scene. The resolution was passed with 4
votes for and two against.

2025/1307/FULL 5 Hunsbury Close Northampton NN4 9UE, Change of use from dwelling (C3
Use) to small residential care home (C2 Use) providing respite care and day care.

After a lengthy discussion it was Resolved to Object to this application on the following
grounds;

e Hunsbury Close is a residential cul de sac that is quite narrow, there is concern that the
number of people using this proposed facility will be too many for that property and
result in too many vehicle movements.
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e The increased number of vehicle movements, including commercial waste removal, will
have a detrimental effect on the neighbouring properties.

2025/0827/FULL 11 Crownsmead Northampton NN4 9XP  Single-storey rear extension and
garage conversion to provide an accessible bedroom and physio room.

It was Resolved to submit no comments.

25/061 Finance

1. Resolution to approve the payments listed below for April plus any invoices that
arrive before the meeting date.

Payable to Details Amount £
Clerk Salary February 928.11
HMRC Tax and NI 286.87

L Hook Defib batteries 3.89
Viking stationary Share of stationary order 58.23
NCALC Annual invoice 1863.08

It was Resolved to approve the above payments.

2. Resolution to approve the bank reconciliation statement for 31st March 2025
Bank Balance at 1st April 2024 £3090.48 + £35803.59

Plus Receipts £34,373.89

Less Payments £28,250.43

Total £45,017.53

Bank Balance at 31st March 2025 = £45,017.53

The bank reconciliation statement was approved and noted.

3. To confirm that the monthly internal controls checks have been completed.

Cllr Soosan Philip confirmed by email prior to the meeting that she had completed the internal
controls checks and there were no concerns.

4. To receive a budget report to March 31st 2025

The Clerk circulated the budget report prior to the meeting, the budget report was noted.

25/062 Hill Shop local centre — to discuss the progress of building works and agree to obtain further
information. ( Cllr Squires proposed)

It was Resolved that the Clerk would contact the owner of the Hill Shop and enquire about the
progress with the building site, there are concerns that the site is now attracting some anti
social behaviour and it would be useful to know what the plans are and whether there is an
anticipated timeline.
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25/063 Annual Parish Meeting — to note any actions required following the APM.

There were no actions following the APM.

25/064 Youth Club Provision - To receive an update from Clir Hook.

The Chairman updated the council and explained that it was difficult trying to arrange a second
taster session. It is hoped that a second session will be arranged for May 16" pending on the
availability of the community centre.

25/065 Green Lane — To receive an update

There is no update on Green Lane.

25/066 Footpath Working Party — to receive a report from the working party and to agree next steps.

Following a working party meeting and a meeting with Helen Howard from WNC/Kier the
actions below were agreed;

e A zoom meeting with Chris Carvell ( WNC) will be arranged to discuss the grounds
maintenance contract.

e A walk around the parish to highlight issues with the new WNC after the elections will
be arranged.

e Photos will be taken of the locations of proposed drop kerbs, this will then be sent to
Helen Howard.

25/067 | Community Events — To receive an update and to ratify any decisions made.

There will be an event on May 8™ to commemorate the 80 anniversary of VE Day, the event
will take place at St Benedicts Church. The parish beacon will be lit and there will some
refreshments and singing.

There will be a community events working party meeting on April 28,

25/068 Correspondence and actions when needed.

. Partnership unit Northampton Mowing Estimates -circulated

. Resident complaint — vehicles parked on drop kerbs in Parsons Meade, PC to agree
action?

. Ncalc — Councillor seats to fill — Noted

25/069 Next meeting — May 15th 2025 Annual Meeting of the Parish Council
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