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WEST HUNSBURY

Clerk: Ms. Fiona Young, 32 Holdenby Road, Spratton, Northampton. NN6 8JD
Tel: 07729 608062 email: clerk@westhunsburyparishcouncil.gov.uk

www.westhunsburyparishcouncil.gov.uk

Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting, Held on Thursday June 19th, 2025.
at 7pm Parsons Meade Community Centre

Members Present: Councillors Linda Hook (Chairman), Kathryn Barker, David Garrett, Soosan Philip,
Jacqueline Hughes, Kevin Read and Carl Squires.

Also, present— Fiona Young (Clerk)
WNC ClIr Pinder Chauhan, Cllr Ron Firman and Clir Glen Butcher

PCSO Carl Earl

Item no

25/100 To receive and approve any apologies for absence.

No apologies were received.

25/101 To receive any pecuniary and non-pecuniary Declarations of Interest in respect of items on
the agenda.

None received.

25/102 Resolution to elect a Vice Chairman for the year 2025-2026

There were two nominations for the Vice Chairman position, Cllr Barker, seconded by Clir Read
and ClIr Squires, seconded by ClIr Philip.

It was Resolved to elect Clir Carl Squires as Vice Chairman with a vote of 4 in favour and 3
against.

25/103 To approve and sign the Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on May 15th 2025
and the Extra Ordinary meeting on June 9th 2025.

Both sets of minutes were circulated prior to the meeting, it was Resolved to approve both
documents and they were signed as a true record.

25/104 Public Forum

A member of the public reported that there does not appear to have been any weedkilling
done alongside the roads in West Hunsbury.

25/105 To Receive Reports from
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a) Police Representative. Full crime report for May circulated to all councillors. PCSO Carl Earl
was thanked for attending the meeting. He reported that there is a local issue with off road
motorbikes being ridden dangerously particularly in the parks. It is really important that
members of the public report any sightings with as much information as possible. It was noted
that this month’s crime figures are a little higher than normal and PCSO Earl explained that this
is due to one particular group of young people who have been responsible for several of the
reported incidents. The crime figures in summary are as follows: 1 burglary, 1 attempted
burglary, 4 assaults, 3 criminal damage and 1 possession of drugs.

b) West Northants Councillors. Cllirs Ron Firman and Glenn Butcher introduced themselves
as the new WNC Clirs for Hunsbury alongside Clir Pinder Chauhan.

ClIr Firman reported that the independent review of West Northants Council (DOGE) has
started. The councillors are trying to focus on speeding up pothole repairs and also tackling
graffiti and fly tipping. ClIr Firman visited Ecton Brook recycling centre last week to see what
issues need to be resolved, more parking and more skips seem to be the top priorities. A
resident has emailed regarding the green space next to the Milton Ham development, the trees
that were planted as part of the original planning agreement have not survived very well and
many are now dead, the question was asked as to what WNC will do to make sure they are
replaced.

Cllr Butcher then introduced himself to the council, he explained that he has been doing a lot
training and has also been cleaning graffiti and reporting potholes.

Cllr Chauhan reported that she has received a lot of queries about overhanging trees but as it is
nesting season the council is limited at the moment. It was also reported that that some graffiti
has finally been removed from some local signs. The underpass in West Hunsbury has been
cleaned up and looks a lot better, Clir Chauhan is interested in councils’ views on a project to
commission a mural for the underpass, research has shown that artwork in these areas can
deter unauthorised graffiti. Funding might be available for such a project, and it may be
possible to involve neighbouring parishes.

Cllr Chauhan also reported that some work has been done on Green Lane, but not enough
maintenance work has been done yet. A community football team has contacted Clir Chauhan
regarding using the pitches in Ladybridge park for a period of ten weeks over the summer. It
was explained that Welland Valley FC lease the pitches from WNC, any arrangements between
WNC and other football clubs needs to be arranged directly between the two organisations
and does not involve the parish council.

Finally, the Clerk was asked to send Clir Chauhan copies of the emails between the parish
council and Helen Howard at WNC/Highways.

25/106 To receive Clerks report and brief reports from Councillors or Clerk attending outside
meetings. There was no clerks report this month. The Chairman attended a parish
collaboration meeting, the subject for discussion was planning. Clir Garrett reported that the
WNC Climate and Nature Partnership is in the process of setting up a Climate and Nature lead
for all parish councils.
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25/107 Matters arising from previous minutes, items not covered on the agenda, for report only.

. Confirmation that Clirs Read, Hughes and Godfrey are booked onto the Off to a Flying
Start Course with Ncalc, Clir Read is also booked onto Planning — Nuts and Bolts. All councillors
were encouraged to attend the planning course; there are a number of dates available on
Ncalcs website.

. Election expenses forms and register of interest forms sent to WNC

25/108 Matters not requiring a written motion- Resolution to elect a third councillor to the
Complaints Committee.

Following Cllr Hook’s decision to step away from the Complaints Committee a third councillor is
now required, Clir Hughes proposed that Clir Philip is elected to the Committee, this was
seconded by ClIr Barker and agreed unanimously.

25/109 Resolution to co opt a councillor for the remaining vacancy following the election.

The Chairman explained that there are two candidates for co-option to the one remaining seat
on the council. Both applicants were thanked for attending the meeting, Ros Chisolm and Jodie
Rogers had completed application forms which had been circulated to all councillors.

Each candidate was invited to speak to the council. Following this councillors were asked to
propose and second the candidates. Clir Read and ClIr Garrett abstained from the voting.

Jodie Rogers was proposed and seconded by Cllir Hughes and Clir Philip
Ros Chisholm was proposed and seconded by Clir Hook and Clir Squires

A vote was taken, and it was Resolved to elect Ros Chisolm with 3 votes to 2. The acceptance
of office form was duly signed, and the Clerk provided the Register of Interest form to be
completed and returned within 28 days.

The council thanked Jodie Rogers for her interest in becoming a councillor and it was explained
that there are several working parties that she may like to become involved in as a resident in
the future.

Ros Chisholm was welcomed to the council and will take a seat next month.

25/110 Planning - no new applications, update on any existing application.

The Chairman explained that she is thinking of putting together a document for residents to
help explain the planning process and the parish council’s involvement in it. It was agreed that
this would be discussed next month.

25/111 Finance

1.Resolution to approve the payments listed below for June plus any invoices that arrive before
the meeting date.

It was Resolved to approve the payments listed below subject to approval of agenda item
25/110.5.

‘ Payable to ‘ Details ‘ Amount £ ‘ Power to Pay ‘
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Clerk Clerks’ salary June 928.11 Local Government Act
1972 ss101,111 & 112

HMRC Tax and NI 342.57 Local Government Act
1972 ss101,111 & 112

Camphill Community Room Hire 31.25 Local Government

Centre (Miscellaneous Provisions)
Act 1976 5.19

Friends of West Hunsbury Grant for the Vikings | 264.00 LGA 1972 s 145*

Parks event

Friends of West Hunsbury 2" Grant for the 300.00 LGA 1972 s145

Parks Vikings event

DCK Payroll Apr, May, June ,Yr 72.00 Local Government Act

end 1972 ss101,111 & 112

2. Approval of the bank reconciliation statement for 31st May 2025
Bank Balance at 1st April 2025 £13,747.52 + £31,270.01 = £45017.053
Plus Receipts £14,250.00

Less Payments £5,086.41

Total - £54,181.12

Bank Balance at 31st May 2025 =£22,911.11 + £31,270.01 = £54,181.12

Cllr Read explained that due to his professional role he felt unable to approve the bank
reconciliation statement without having access to the figures. The Clerk explained that the
parish council financial regulations stipulate that the council has a nominated Internal Controls
Councillor, ClIr Soosan Philip. Every month the Clerk sends Clir Philip the bank statements, the
bank reconciliation statement and all the financial information relating to that months
payments. Clir Philip then checks that the information is correct and reports back to the
council. The financial information is not sent to all councillors as this is not required by the
financial regulations. The bank reconciliation figures are published on the agenda every month
which all councillors receive several days before the meeting. It was agreed that Cllr Read
would abstain from approving the bank reconciliation statement.

It was Resolved to approve the bank reconciliation statement.
3.Confirmation that Clir Phillip has completed the internal controls checks.

ClIr Philip confirmed that the internal controls checks had been completed and there were no
concerns.

4. Resolution to add a signatory to the council bank accounts
It was Resolved to add ClIr Garrett to the council bank accounts.

5. Resolution to approve the grant application from the Friends of West Hunsbury Parks for
the Vikings Event.
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It was Resolved to agree to the grant application for the £300 needed to pay for the new WNC
Events Fee. It was noted that the Chairman and the Clerk are meeting with WNC officers to
discuss this fee and to ask for a waiver for parish councils and local volunteer groups.

25/112 Resolution to agree which councillors will serve on the Staffing Committee and to review and
approve the Staffing Committee Terms of Reference

It was proposed that ClIr Jacqueline Hughes is a member of the staffing committee, this was
Resolved by all. Cllr Hughes will join the Chairman and Vice Chairman who are standing
members of the committee according to the Terms of Reference.

The Terms of Reference had been circulated to all councillors and were agreed by all.

25/113 Community Speedwatch — To agree volunteers to help with the community Speedwatch
campaign.

The Chairman explained that the community Speedwatch equipment will be arriving at the
beginning of July, the council needs some volunteers to help with carrying out the Speedwatch.
Cllr Hughes offered to help with the Speedwatch. Clir Garrett was asked if he could help
produce a poster to ask for volunteers.

25/114 Resolution to agree to change the Community Events Committee into a Working Party and to
agree membership, to also receive an update.

The Chairman explained that when the Community Events Committee was originally set up the
council had some large events to run including the Queens Jubilee and the fireworks events. At
the moment there are no large events being planned and therefore a committee structure was
no longer needed. The Clerk explained that a Committee has delegated authority, a budget and
needs to have meetings that have agendas, minutes and a Clerk. It was Resolved to change
the Community Events Committee into a Working Party, this means that it cannot make
decisions but instead makes recommendations to full council. A working party can also meet ad
hoc without having to publish an agenda and it also does not have any budget.

It was also agreed that the following councillors would be members of the working party —

Cllrs Hook, Barker, Godfrey and Hughes.

25/115 Resolution to agree the membership of the following working parties -
The following memberships were Resolved-

J Footpaths — Cllrs Hook, Barker and Read

Parish Plan — Whole council

. Green Lane — Clirs Garrett, Barker, Philip and Mrs Wootton
. Communications — Clirs Garrett, Hook, Squires and Chisholm
J Emergency Planning — ClIrs Hook, Hughes and Squires.

25/116 Resolution to agree Councillors roles and responsibilities to include the following —

It was Resolved to agree the following responsibilities -
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J Monthly defibrillator checks ( on both machines) - Clir Hook ( Ladybridge) Clir Hughes
( St Benedicts)

. Noticeboards — placing council agendas and other notices — Clir Hook and CllIr Squires

. Police Liaison Representative — Remain as Clerk

25/117 Parish Plan Update

Final comments and suggestions for the parish plan have now been gathered and the final plan
will soon be ready for printing. It was Resolved that Clir Garrett will arrange for the plan to be
printed at a maximum cost of £500 for 2250 copies. At the July meeting a delivery strategy will
be discussed and agreed.

25/118 Footpath Working Party Update

Clir Barker reported that following an online meeting with Chris Carvell ( WNC) a parish walk
round was arranged with officers from WNC and the parish council. Various areas were
highlighted as needing urgent attention, it was quite a positive meeting. It was noted that a lot
of maintenance needed to be done with many overhanging trees. It was agreed that a walk
around with the three WNC Clirs from the Hunsbury Ward will now be arranged.

A list of proposed Highways works was submitted to Helen Howard at WNC, most of the
requests will not be fulfilled in this financial year due to funding but two new drop down kerbs
will be put in, one is near St Benedicts Church and one crosses into the car park at the
Northampton Ironstone Railway.

25/119 Youth Club — Update following the last taster session

The Chairman explained that only 8 children attended the second taster session that the parish
council arranged. Unfortunately, there has not been enough interest in a youth club and it was
Resolved to not carry this item forward any further.

25/120 Correspondence, to include actions when needed

. Resident email regarding the trees planted as part of the Milton Ham development — PC
copied into correspondence sent to WNC Cllr Chauhan

. The Circuit — both defibs need checking and reporting on.

. WNC — Consultation regarding family hubs Help us develop services for children, young people
and families - West Northamptonshire Council - Citizen Space

. Helen Howard, WNC/Highways — Correspondence regarding drop down kerb requests
. Vicky Hloumka, WNC — Communication regarding park event fees.
. WNC Annual Parish and Town Council Conference — revised date October 23rd 2025,

Chairman and Clerk attending.

25/121 Next meeting July 17th 2025

No meeting in August.
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