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West Hunsbury Parish Council

West Hunsbury Parish Council (WHPC) is made up of 9 elected
councillors who each serve a four year term. All councillors are
holders of public office and give their time voluntarily.

The Parish Clerk is Fiona Young who looks after the
day to day running of the Council and administers
its finances.

The role of a Parish Council is to:
e Represent the local community
e Deliver services to meet local needs
e Strive to improve quality of life in the parish
e Exercise a general consultative role on behalf of local people
e Have statutory consultation rights on planning matters

West Hunsbury is a suburban
parish in southwest
Northampton, known for its
mix of residential areas and
green spaces. Dominated by
Hunsbury Hill and its Iron Age
hillfort, the parish features
scenic parks, lakes, and
walking trails and a heritage
railway, offering a blend of
historical significance and
modern suburban living.
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What is a Parish Plan?

A parish plan is a community-led document outlining the vision for
the future. It identifies local priorities based on residents' input, and
guides decision-making to enhance the parish's quality of life and
address community needs.

Over the Summer of 2023, WHPC conducted a community survey.
1,121 residents were represented in the responses. The results were
analysed and the parish plan acts to represent your views in the
form of a vision and priorities over the next few years. This booklet
is a summary of a more detailed plan which will be delivered as a
working document. It will be reported against by the parish council
at the AGM, on the website and via social media channels.

Vision for the future

To work with our community and partners to make West Hunsbury
the best it can be, by:
e Improving the environment (green spaces, sustainability)
e Continuing to build positive relationships with local agencies and
statutory bodies (e.g. the Police, West Northants Council)
e Strengthening a well connected community through our local
community groups

To deliver the vision, WHPC have identified 6 priority areas:
1.Parks and green spaces
2.Travelling within and around our parish
3.Communications
4.Feeling safe in our community
5.Local governance
6.Community groups
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Parks and Green Spaces
Background

As well as many small green spaces and ‘pocket’ parks in West
Hunsbury, we have three beautiful major Parks, namely Hunsbury
Hill Country Park, Ladybridge Park and Wootton Brook Park
(Shelfley’s). Our parks are rich in heritage with an iron age hill fort,
an Ironstone Railway, and ancient drovers walk running through the
parish (Green Lane). The parish is biodiverse, with a variety of
wildlife, including birds, small mammals, and aquatic species that
thrive in the woodlands, grasslands, and wetland habitats.

What you told us

Over 95% of respondents felt that West Hunsbury is a pleasant
place to live and would recommend to friends and others. The two
most commonly used words in responses were ‘Parks’ and ‘Quiet’,
with many feeding back on close links to countryside, being
peaceful and open. There were concerns raised around
maintenance of green spaces; ‘overgrown’, and particularly around
maintaining ‘trees’ and ‘grass cutting'.

“I would like to see areas of the “Green Lane needs
park left as wildflower meadows” proper maintenance”

“The large area parks and green spaces of West Hunsbury is

the main feature that makes this parish a good place to live”
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External considerations

* West Northamptonshire Council and their contractors are
responsible for the maintenance of all public green spaces in our
parish including parks and verges.

e Green Lane remains a focus for WHPC however the ownership
of the entire lane is under continued investigation by WNC.

What are WHPC doing?

The Green Lane Working Party works closely with all
relevant agencies with objectives to ensure this
historic drovers path is respected, maintained and
accessible for all residents.

WHPC support and are incredibly grateful to the
Friends of West Hunsbury Parks in their role
looking after our main parks, maximising their
benefit for residents and biodiversity, and
preserving their important natural heritage.

2025 Actions

e Support projects and activities in the parish that benefit the
climate, biodiversity and resident’s connection with nature.

e Work with external agencies to ensure parks, open spaces and
pathways are well maintained and accessible for all in our
community.

e Consider opportunities to promote engagement with climate
action, nature and maximise benefit of green and open spaces
for residents and biodiversity.
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Travelling within and around our parish
Background

The landscape of West Hunsbury wraps around Hunsbury Hill,
meaning that we have elevations varying between 60 to 120 meters
above sea level. As a suburban parish we are close to main arterial
road networks (A43, M1, and Northampton’s Ring Road), but retain
rural pathways both within and extending beyond our parish to the
Northampton Arm of the Grand Union Canal, the River Nene, and
neighbouring Country Parks (Upton). All roads within our parish
operate a 30mph speed limit and can be accessed either from
Danes Camp Way or Towcester Road. Public transport options
include the Stagecoach bus services; no. 3 (Camp Hill), no.13
(Hunsbury Hill / Ladybridge Drive) with varying operating times.

What you told us

Overwhelmingly, at 85% of respondents, the main means of
transport to work, college or shopping was the car. Public transport
was considerably lower at 8.4% however it should be noted the
challenges experienced with bus services in recent years.
Respondents from 129 households highlighted experiencing
accessibility issues, with many of those citing ‘parking issues at the
shops and school’, ‘poor state of pavements’, and the ‘hill'.

44% of households would use a bus if provided and 43.9% would be
frequent users, traveling to the town centre (87%) or Tesco’s (48%).

More than half of respondents felt there was a problem with
speeding traffic in West Hunsbury. Notable concern was raised for
‘Ladybridge Drive: between Towcester Road and the roundabout’,
as well as ‘Hunsbury Hill Road'.
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External considerations

» West Northamptonshire Council are responsible for highways
and have set budgets for road repairs, potholes etc.

e Green Lane remains a focus for WHPC however the ownership
of the entire lane is under continued investigation by WNC.

e Stagecoach are a private company and have no obligations to
provide bus services that are not profitable.

What are WHPC doing?

WHPC have a Footpath Working Party who are
active on your behalf in trying to keep our
footpaths / walkways to an acceptable standard
by highlighting issues to the relevant authorities.
Our aim is to enable access for all, in and around
our community.

With speeding vehicles continuing to be a concern WHPC undertake
Community Speedwatch and would urge residents to help with this.

2025 Actions

e Encourage all in our community to report highways issues to
WNC using Fix my Street.

* Follow up on behalf of residents highways issues.

e Work with all agencies to ensure the whole of West Hunsbury is
served by a convenient and reliable public transport service.

* Work with WNC to ensure footpaths, bridleways and cycle
routes are well maintained and active travel promoted for all
residents.
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Communications

Background
From WHPC to Residents:
1.Parish Council Meetings: Public forums for information sharing
and discussion.
2.Notice Boards: Located at 4 strategic spots for updates and
announcements.
3.WHPC Website: A hub for official information and resources.
4.Social Media (e.g., Facebook): For timely updates and
community engagement.
5.Newsletters: Distributed periodically with key information.
6.Posters/Notifications in Community Spaces: Displayed in local
shops, community hubs, and other frequented spots like
Drovers.
From Residents to WHPC:
1.Parish Council Meetings: Opportunity to raise issues or provide
feedback directly.
2.Email: Contacting the clerk for inquiries or concerns.
3.Phone: Calling the clerk for quick communication.
4.Individual Councillors: Direct discussions with elected
representatives.
5.Website/Social Media: Providing feedback or asking questions
through online channels.

What you told us

Notice boards were reported as the most popular form of
communication, with facebook significantly higher than the
website. Comments reflected the need for more information
sharing and better connectedness between the parish council and
residents. This included demand for a parish newsletter.
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External considerations

e Parish councils play a vital intermediary role in connecting local
government with residents, amplifying key messages from West
Northamptonshire Council.

e Parish councils make local government more approachable by
acting as a point of contact for residents who may find larger
government bodies remote or difficult to navigate.

What are WHPC doing? oy
“arish Update
Producing quarterly/half yearly informative Autumn 2024

Looking back on a busy Summer, and ahead to activities

newsletters to be delivered to all residents,
appreciating that not all use social media or the
internet.

Better connecting with local community groups
and activities, giving more opportunities for
residents to meet with parish councillors.

2025 Actions

e Ensure website kept up to date with information re council
activities

e Encourage residents, community groups & organisations to
share information with us or contact us by email or phone

e More regular use of Facebook & notice boards to communicate
with the community

* Newsletter to be produced or article to be included in external
magazine re WHPC activities
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Feeling safe in our community
Background

West Hunsbury is a welcoming and family-
friendly community where feeling safe is a
priority for residents. There are a low number
of reported incidents and crime rates in the
area remain consistently low. That being said, it
is important that we all play our role in
reporting crimes to avoid any issues escalating.
WHPC receive a monthly crime report from
Northamptonshire Police and representatives “
attend Parish Council meetings. RS

What you told us

Fly tipping was of greatest concern to residents, supported by
comments around discarded rubbish and general littering.

38% of residents described the Police coverage of West Hunsbury
to be poor with a further 35% offering no opinion. Comments
received cited a lack of visibility of the police in the area. Where the
Police had been called, responses were generally good.

Other areas of concern flagged in the parish survey included:

e Graffiti in the underpasses

e Inconsiderate parking

e BBQ’s in the parks

e ‘Boy racers’ at night driving through the area
e Mentions of drug dealing.
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External considerations

e Northamptonshire Police employ a Neighbourhood Policing
Strategy which sets out a commitment ‘to deliver prevention
focused, proactive local policing, where our neighbourhood
teams are committed to dealing with the issues that matter most
to local people through a collaborative approach.’ They will work
with partner agencies and the local community to identify issues
early.

e Neighbourhood Officers will engage with their communities
proactively, this includes ‘Cuppa with a Copper’ drop-in’s held
regularly at Hunsbury Library, and the ‘Beat Bus’ which is used
for regular surgeries and community visits

What are WHPC doing?

Promoting opportunities to talk with the Neighbourhood Policing
Team locally. All ‘Cuppa with a Copper’ drop-in sessions are shared
on the WHPC website and via social media.

Encouraging residents to report crime or concerns with safety in our
parish. WHPC will routinely share channels to do this.

2025 Actions

e Promote opportunities to meet with the Neighbourhood Policing
Team.

e Encourage residents to report crime or concerns with safety.

e Develop an ‘Emergency Planning’ document designed to support
communication and coordinating local efforts.

Page 10
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Local Governance
Background

A local council is a universal term for community, neighbourhood,
parish and town councils. They are the first tier of local government
and are statutory bodies. They serve electorates, are independently
elected, and raise their precept (a form of council tax).

Parish and town council activities fall into three categories:
delivering services to meet local needs, giving the community a
voice and representation, and improving the quality of life and

community wellbeing. o _ [T

1y g
& Briar Hill

West Hunsbury Parish Council is one
of 220 town and parish councils
across Northamptonshire. We sit M\
within the electoral ward of Hunsbury N [ HunsburyWady More
alongside East Hunsbury and | e
Collingtree. Residents elect 3 ward
councillors to represent the area.

The role of a Ward Councillor includes:

e Representing their specific ward or
division and the people who live in it.

e Advocating for local residents and signposting them to the right
people at the council.

» Keeping constituents informed about the issues that affect them.

e Leading the development of strategies and plans for the area.

e Balancing different needs and identifying priorities.

» Allocating resources for local development projects.

e Engaging with the community to address their issues and provide
assistance.
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External considerations

e West Northamptonshire Council elections take place every 4
years. Voters elect 3 candidates for the Hunsbury Ward.

e West Northamptonshire Council is our principal authority,
responsible for delivering a wide range of essential public
services across the area. These include:

e Education e Planning and

e Social Care development

e Highways and Transport e Licencing and

e Waste Collection and Recycling Environmental Health

Your Hunsbury Ward Councillors

e ClIr Pinder Chauhan; pinder.chauhan@westnorthants.gov.uk
e ClIr Glenn Butcher; glenn.butcher@westnorthants.gov.uk
e ClIr Ronald Firman; ronald.firman@westnorthants.gov.uk

What are WHPC doing?

Ward Councillors are invited to attend and speak at all Parish
Council meetings relaying information relevant to residents and the
local area.

WHPC work closely with our Ward Councillors in a collaborative
approach to help amplify the needs in our community.

WHPC host regular ‘Council Surgery’ drop in sessions.

2025 Actions

e Welcome and build strong relationships with Ward Councillors.
e Promote ‘Council Surgery’ drop in sessions providing
opportunities to meet with Parish Councillors.

Page 12
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Community groups

Background
There are a wide range of community groups within West Hunsbury
which bring residents together with varying activities and interests.

Community facilities and open spaces available for use to
community groups in West Hunsbury include:

e Camp Hill Community Centre: the centre has 3 rooms available
for community groups and residents to hire.

e Parsons Meade Community Hub: available for use by non profit
Community groups & residents of the Parish.

» Ladybridge Park: Green open space with playing fields,
children’s, play area, lake & woodland.

e Hunsbury Hill Country Park: The country park is well used by
communities within the parish.

e Northamptonshire Ironstone Railway: The museum can be
hired which includes a children’s play area, garden, cafe,
outdoor model railways, hard standing display areas, and the
option of exclusive train rides.

e The Hunsbury Hill Centre: Home to Northamptonshire ACRE this
Grade Il listed farmstead hosts open days and has rooms to hire.

What you told us

There was a general lack of awareness around
the community centre’s especially with many not
knowing that they were there, and others
feeding back that they didn’t know what groups
were active. Those that used the centre’s
reported that it was ‘nice to meet up with
people’ but there was a need for more
community events.

Page 13




West Hunsbury Parish Plan: 2025 and beyond

External considerations

e« WHPC does not own any community facilities or manage any
grounds itself, they are largely owned by West
Northamptonshire Council or other partners.

What are WHPC doing?

WHPC is very supportive of all community groups
in the parish and offers grants to new and existing
groups when needed. The parish council website
will be frequently updated with groups and
activities but we encourage you to get in touch
with the Clerk if you would like to find out more.

2025 Actions

e Further our relationship with our community groups and
continue to offer support & help where needed.

e Ensure that groups are made aware of the financial help we may
be able to give in the way of grants.

e Encourage & support the setting up of new community groups
for the benefit of our residents.

e Help to promote our community groups and their activities by
encouraging them to share information to be put on our website
and in our notice boards.

* Make people more aware of the community facilities available to
use in the parish.

e Ensure residents are aware of all our community groups to help
with social isolation & loneliness.

Page 14
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Our Community

As of the 2021 census, the population of West Hunsbury stands at
4,767, reflecting a modest annual growth rate of 0.13% since 2011.
Covering an area of 2.326 km?, the parish has a population density
of approximately 2,049 people per km?.

The gender distribution is fairly balanced, with 49.4% males (2,356)
and 50.6% females (2,417). The age structure reveals a diverse
community, with 20.9% of residents aged 0-17 years, 59% aged 18-
64 years, and 20.1% aged 65 and above.

Ethnically, West Hunsbury is predominantly White (85.6%), followed
by Asian (5.4%), Black (4.8%), and other ethnic groups making up
the remainder.

The majority of residents were born in the UK (80.9%), with the rest
hailing from various parts of Europe, the Middle East, Asia, Africa,
and other regions

What you told us

Over 50% of residents reported that they felt there is a sense of
community and well being however some comments provided
insight for future actions.

“[The parish council] could do

(More and better lnforn?a'tl'om more to create a community feel”
needed on events / activities”
v,
\ [ /
FEveryone keeps themselvea “Good community on our
to themselves” street, friendly neighbours”
v,
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Exploring West Hunsbury

Produced by the Friends of West Hunsbury Parks this circular walk
links the Country Park with the two Ladybridge Drive parks and is
marked by eye catching boards giving information relevant to the
area in which the board is sited. Details of the points of interest on
the circular walk are in a leaflet which can be picked up from the
Information Centre at the Drovers Return café at the eastern end of
the Country Park car-park opposite St. Benedict’'s Church. The
leaflets are also available from Hunsbury Library in Overslade Close.

. . o
To find out more visit: 6 FRIEND

S OF
WEST HUNSBURY PARKS

www.friendsofwesthunsburyparks.org.uk
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Community events

WHPC have a Community Events Committee with a remit of
facilitating the delivery of community events in the parish
throughout the year. The committee has a budget and consists of
both parish councillors and members of the public. The Committee
is delegated to co opt up to 4 non-councillors. j

Over the past few years events in the parish
have included the fireworks, and the Queen’s
Jubilee celebrations in Ladybridge Park. The
‘Concert in the Park’ at Hunsbury Hill Country
Park, and ‘Beacon lighting’, VE remembrance
events, and Christmas Carols at St Benedict's =
Church. All were possible with the support of volunteers and a
community approach with St Benedict's Church, The Friends of
West Hunsbury Parks, and Hunsbury WI. To get involved in future
events please contact the Clerk.

Ideas for future events included...

Craft fayres Music events

Barn dance Community litter picks
Divali event Family events / Fun days
Carol service Summer Fair

Local Directory

For an up to date list of services, groups and events in the parish

please visit www.westhunsburyparishcouncil.gov.uk EHT'&E
If you run a group, or have ideas for X1 R
new groups you'd like to see please p P
get in touch with our Parish Clerk. E-l-'
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Your Clerk

The clerk is the Responsible Officer for the council, be it a Town or
Parish Council. Some Clerks in larger councils work full time and
may have assistants, the Clerk in West Hunsbury works part time.
The council as a whole is the Clerks employer, the Clerk cannot be
self employed.

In many councils the Clerk is also the Responsible Financial Officer,
duties would include the following -

 Manages budgets and all aspects of any business transaction

e Completes VAT returns

e Annual returns for assessment by external auditors

e Completes HMRC Tax returns for the Council

* Accounting responsibilities, manages the financial records of the

council
e Risk Assessments

It is really important that the Clerk keeps up to date with training
and qualifications and many professional Clerks, including the Clerk
for West Hunsbury, have a qualification called the Certificate in
Local Council Administration.

The council Clerk is also the main point of contact for the parish
council, the Clerk will answer all queries and manages all
correspondence.

Email: clerk@westhunsburyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Telephone: 07729608062
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West Hunsbury Parish Council is here for
all of us, and together we strive to make
West Hunsbury a better place to live,
work and visit.

www.westhunsburyparishcouncil.gov.uk



