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Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting, Held on Wednesday May 6%, 2026.
at 7pm Parsons Meade Community Centre

Members Present: Councillors Linda Hook (Chairman), Carl Squires, Kathryn Barker, David
Garrett, and Stephen Godfrey

WNC ClIr Ron Firman
Four members of the public

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting, she explained that there will be a public
meeting organised by WNC ClIr Pinder Chauhan on Monday May 11™ at 7pm in Parsons Meade
Community Centre.

Item no

26/078 To receive and approve any apologies for absence. Apologies were received and approved from
Clir Ros Chisholm, Cllr Soosan Philip and Clir Kevin Read.

26/079 To receive any pecuniary and non-pecuniary Declarations of Interest in respect of items on the
agenda

None stated

26/080 Public Forum.
Two residents spoke to the council, the summary of public comments is shown below;

e Negative impact on the railway

o Negative impact on the Drovers Café

e [t will put people off using the parks for recreation and childs play

e Should not have to pay to park and walk the dog.

e Increase in crime and vandalism if the park is not used as much

e Huge impact on the local road especially as the parks are in a completely urban area.
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26/081 Resolution to agree the parish councils response to the consultation for the West
Northamptonshire Council (off-street parking places) Order 202*

This includes the introduction of parking charges in Ladybridge Park and Hunsbury Hill Country
Park.

The council Resolved to Object to the proposal by West Northants Council to introduce parking
charges to the two parks in West Hunsbury.

The keys points of the objection are as follows —

. The decision to introduce parking charges into the two parks in West Hunsbury has
been pre-empted by West Northants Council. This is completely unacceptable. Season tickets
have been available for purchase online and they state that the ticket includes access to
Hunsbury Hill and Ladybridge Parks.

. Groundworks have already started to put in the new infrastructure required for the
parking charges, this has included bases for the charging machines.

. The application of charges is completely at odds with the adopted policies of West
Northants Council, these include those relating to mental health, physical health and wellbeing,
historic sites and monuments and recreation.

. West Northants Local Plan, Policy P12 refers to both the parks in West Hunsbury as
‘open spaces. They are not and never have been designated as Country Parks, if they had been
then there would have been the opportunity for the volunteer group that manages the park to
access more funding.

. Kier WSP are responsible for gathering the consultation responses and yet it is the
same company that have been awarded the contract for installing new parking infrastructure for
the charges, this is not acceptable.

. There has been absolutely no consultation with key groups involved in the
management of the two parks. Northampton ironstone Railway Trust has been involved with
Hunsbury Hill Park for over 50 years and yet they did not know about the proposal to introduce
parking charges until the very small signs appeared two weeks ago. Our own WNC Ward
Councillors also did not know about the charge’s proposal, the process for introducing them has
been far from transparent.

The Friends of West Hunsbury Parks have been incredibly active in the parks for over 22 years,
they have helped with the management of the parks on a volunteer basis and they to, have not
been consulted.

. The adopted WNC Parks Development Strategy 2025-2045 states that one of the
priorities of the development strategy is to ‘Encourage engagement and participation of
partners to develop a sense of pride and community cohesion” There has been absolutely no
attempt to engage with the community partners involved in the daily management of the parks.

. Again, referring to the WNC Parks Development Strategy 2025-2045 it states, with
reference to the Northampton Ironstone Railway ( NIRT), Specifically, we will: Support
appropriate proposals by the NIRT to extend its running track, on the condition the site is
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managed in a safe manner. Work with NIRT to develop its offer to the community, including a
marketing strategy. Assess the viability of introducing a velorail scheme, using the current or

extended track. All of this would be jeopardised if the proposal to introduce parking charges

goes ahead.

J The parish council would like the following to be provided by West Northants Council
before any decision is made on these charges - Full implementation and enforcement costs
versus projected revenue, an economic impact assessment on local businesses, including
Drovers Cafe and park-adjacent retailers, analysis of displaced parking effects on residential
areas and an evaluation of alternative parking management strategies.

. Both parks are set in a fully urban environment. The housing that is now West
Hunsbury, Shelfleys and Camphill was built around the parks. There are no other play and
recreation facilities available for the residents of this large area.

. The topography of West Hunsbury is such that many residents cannot access the parks
on foot. There is a large hill which makes foot access impossible for those with mobility
difficulties, small children or the elderly and infirm. It is vital that these residents can access the
parks by car for free. To remove that provision will severely impact many residents mental and
physical wellbeing.

. It is inevitable that in areas where there are parking charges people will try and avoid
them by parking on neighbouring roads. The areas surrounding the two parks is densely
residential. The road immediately outside Ladybridge Park has been deemed as too dangerous
by Highways for a zebra crossing, there is a similar issue with the road outside Hunsbury Hill
Park and yet these areas will be used by visitors to park for free if they cannot access the car
park. There is a large amount of concern from residents in the area that driveways will be
blocked and emergency vehicles will not be able to gain access.

. For many years the Friends of West Hunsbury parks and latterly the parish council have
managed the gates of both parks and have also been very aware of security and the risk of illegal
encampments, this will no longer be the case. Volunteers have carried out this role for years in
order to safeguard the parks and yet WNC have not had the respect to speak to them about this
proposal.

. The car parks are used by many volunteer groups in the area to access both the parks
and the nearby St Benedicts Church. The car park at Hunsbury Hill is also used as part of a ‘safer
route to school’ initiative. Parking is limited at St Benedicts Church and it has been a long
standing arrangement that those attending the church whether that is for services, the Warm
Space initiative, Guides, Brownies etc all use the car park and walk across the road, this would
not be possible if charges were implemented.

. The parish council have held community events in the park, in the past these have been
very popular, encouraging visitors to the area and to historic sites such as NIRT. In future these
events will not be viable.
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. The Polling Station for the West Hunsbury area is in the car park at Ladybridge Park.
Will WNC be charging residents to park and vote?

. In the past the parish council has provided many items of play equipment in both parks,
most recently a set a children’s football goals which were installed last week, at the time of
purchase the parish council were completely unaware of the proposal to charge our residents to
park.

J The parish council has been working with Peter Hackett, Environment, Countryside &
Parks Manager, to install new signs for the car parks with the opening and closing times on, the
signs were provided by WNC two weeks ago. Peter Hackett had no idea that the parking charges
were being proposed.

. The TRO states that there will be designated Blue Badge parking, there is no designated
parking in either car park.

. If the intention is to tarmac both car parks this will cause potential flooding.

26/082 Next meeting
May 14th 2026 Annual Parish Meeting ( not a parish council meeting)

May 21st 2026 — Annual Parish Council Meeting
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